
 
 

 

 

 
 

Wigmore Hall is a no smoking venue. No recording or photographic equipment may be taken into the auditorium nor used in any other part of the Hall without the prior 
written permission of the management.  
In accordance with the requirements of City of Westminster persons shall not be permitted to stand or sit in any of the gangways intersecting the seating, or to sit in any 
other gangways. If standing is permitted in the gangways at the sides and rear of the seating, it shall be limited to the number indicated in the notices exhibited in those 
positions. 
Disabled Access and Facilities - full details from 020 7935 2141. 
Wigmore Hall is equipped with a ‘Loop’ to help hearing aid users receive clear sound without background noise. Patrons can use this facility by switching hearing aids to 
‘T’. 

 
Please ensure that watch alarms, mobile phones and any other electrical devices which can become audible are switched off. Phones on a vibrate setting can still be heard, 
please switch off. 
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Errollyn Wallen piano, voice 

 

 

Errollyn Wallen    What Shall I Sing?    

My Hitler    

Jesus on a Train    

What’s up Doc?    

Greenwich Variations   

North    

Daedalus    

Meet Me at Harold Moores    

Louis' Loops    

Peace on Earth   

The Lighthouse    

Hurricane of Love    
 

 

 

After the concert, Errollyn Wallen will be signing copies of her forthcoming book Becoming a 
Composer (published by Faber).   

https://wigmore-hall.org.uk/support-us/wigmore-hall-audience-fund


 

 

 

 

 

 

MY SONGS 

The songs I am singing for you today came unbidden and were written from my heart in a state of 

grace. Sometimes the words chase the music or sometimes it’s the other way round but it always 

feels like an adventure. 

When I started to write my songs I had no idea that I would eventually be singing them myself at 

the piano, here at Wigmore Hall. 

 

GREENWICH VARIATIONS 

I wrote this piano piece in 2000 for myself to play. I was inspired by the river Thames which flows 

outside my window in Greenwich, by a Ray Charles song and by the theme of Bach's Goldberg 
Variations. The work was commissioned by Leicester New Walk Museum in 1999. 

This piece is dedicated to the memory of the great jazz pianist, Michel Petrucciani. 

 

LOUIS’ LOOPS 

Louis’ Loops was written to be performed on a Schoenhut toy piano. I have since performed it 

many times myself on the ‘big’ piano and have always thought that it would also sound well on the 

harpsichord. In fact, when I was composing Louis’ Loops I decided to revisit one of my neglected 

loves - the French Clavecin School - and, in this particular instance, Louis Couperin (1626-61). 

Absorbed into Louis’ Loops are snippets of three dance movements by Couperin - Courante, 

Sarabande en Canon and Canaries. 

Louis’ Loops was commissioned by Charles Amirkhanian and Other Minds Festival, San Francisco 

and premièred by Margaret Leng Tan in 1999. It is dedicated to my cousin and godson, Louis Wallen, 

hence the nursery rhyme fragments appearing every so often in the piece. 
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Please do not turn the page until the song and its accompaniment 
have ended. 
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