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TA K E  C A R E  O F  T H I S  H O U S E

A unique history and a 
bright, independent future

Director’s message

TA K E  C A R E  O F  T H I S  H O U S E

This modest building tucked away behind a busy London shopping street 

has a 125-year history, charting extraordinary careers, performances and 

repertoire. Our walls have resonated with some of the greatest music 

ever made. Our stage has carried audiences through joy, sorrow and 

transformation – moments that have stayed with people for a lifetime.     

This Hall is a living, breathing home for music. Young artists can 

build their careers here, alongside the leading performers of our day. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of young people are discovering 

classical music through our Under 35s ticket scheme. There is always 

more to discover, learn and experience.

As a registered charity, Wigmore Hall is reliant on voluntary donations to 

deliver inspirational programming every season, nurture emerging talent, 

and to sustain the Hall’s independence long into the future.   

You can become a custodian of this house through a gift in your Will. 

With your support, Wigmore Hall will continue to inspire and welcome 

audiences for generations to come.

We will be forever grateful to those who have left Wigmore Hall a legacy 
gift. Thanks to them, we can continue to attract extraordinary talent, giving 
audiences of all ages the chance to discover this special place. 

Make no mistake, these gifts are transformational. They lift us up and see us 
through. Whatever bequest you choose to leave, after loved ones are taken 
care of, you can be sure your gift will be used in the best possible way.   

Thank you for thinking of us. 

John Gilhooly © Richard Cannon



TA K E  C A R E  O F  T H I S  H O U S E

The impact of your 
legacy gift

TA K E  C A R E  O F  T H I S  H O U S E

W H AT  L E G A C Y  G I F T S  M A K E  P O S S I B L E

Wigmore Hall’s independence and the breadth of its programme 
have always rested on the generosity of people who understood 
that chamber music and song is worth protecting. A gift in your 
Will to Wigmore Hall provides a long-term financial foundation 
for this Hall that ticket sales or grants can never guarantee.  

•	 More than 2,600 artists each year perform at Wigmore Hall. 
Here, artistic excellence and artistic freedom are never 
compromised. Your legacy gift helps keep it that way.

•	 Legacy gifts help us subsidise around 20,000 tickets each 
season, opening the doors to young audiences and those 
who would otherwise be unable to attend. 

•	 Your gift invests in the artists of tomorrow—supporting 
debuts, new commissions and partnerships that give 
emerging musicians a vital platform. Thanks to these gifts 
Wigmore Hall never stands still.

•	 Our growing Director’s Fund is helping to fill the gap left 
by public funding and is giving us the flexibility to invest 
further in the artistic programme when it matters most.

£1,000
Could help an emerging 
musician make their debut 

Could allow us to present a 
leading ensemble, maintaining 
our commitment to outstanding 
artistry

Could support an Associate 
Artist as they build a long-term 
partnership with Wigmore Hall 

£100,000

Could allow forty young people 
to discover classical music at 
Wigmore Hall

£5,000

£25,000£10,000

Could underwrite a major 
survey of repertoire by a 
world-renowned artist

Above all, legacy gifts give Wigmore Hall resilience, providing 
vital investment today and long term security for the future.



‘We have been coming to the Hall for years and it honestly feels 

like a second home. We just love being here and when we are not, 

we listen to the radio and watch live streams. Nothing quite beats 

the performance in the Hall: the way the artists connect with each 

other and with us. Sometimes we can hardly breathe; we are so 

much ‘in’ the music that we are taken out of ourselves. We hope that 

audiences and artists will benefit from our gift when it comes. It 

means a great deal to both of us to support this Hall which has given 

us so much.’

‘I first started going regularly to Wigmore Hall for the Songmakers’ 

Almanac, the legendary series which showcased many of the 

interesting younger voices of the day with thematic programming. 

This drew me into the world of song. Nowadays my interests 

also encompass piano recitals, chamber music and early music 

and Wigmore Hall is one of the mainstays of my musical life. The 

moment I walk into the building, I feel welcome and at home. I don’t 

know what the future holds, and what challenges lay ahead, but I 

do know this: I want future generations to have the same wonderful 

experience I have had, and for artists to come here, grow, and 

share their artistry for many years to come. I hope my promised 

gift will help to do just that.’

Richard Jarman

Amy and John Ford

Richard Jarman © Lisa Melkumov

Amy and John Ford 
© Lisa Melkumov



TA K E  C A R E  O F  T H I S  H O U S E

Our promise to you Take Care of This House

F O R M

Our Legacy Promise is there to help reassure you about some of 
the bigger questions: What about my family? Am I expected to tell 
anyone? Can I be confident about where my gift will be used?

Every legacy gift goes directly towards sustaining Wigmore Hall’s independence, 
keeping this house ambitious and alive with music. That means supporting artists, 
reaching new audiences and ensuring that this extraordinary place endures for the 
next century and beyond.  

If you are happy to share some or all of your details of your gift, please complete the 
following form. You are under no obligation to do so. If you prefer to keep your gift 
private we will respect that. The information recorded below will be held in strict 
confidence.

•	 Your family comes first. After loved ones have been cared for, even a small 
share of what remains can make an amazing difference.

•	 You are in control. Your Will is yours. You can change it at any time. We will 
never pressure you. If you want guidance, we will help make it simple and easy. 

•	 We respect your privacy. Your Will is personal. We would love to hear your 
intentions, story, and thoughts, but we fully understand if you would rather not 
share.

•	 Your wishes will be honoured. We promise to use your gift wisely, with respect, 
and in line with your wishes, ensuring it has the greatest possible impact.

•	 We are here if you need us. If you would like to talk, we will listen. If you would 
like guidance, we will help. If you would rather keep it private, that’s fine too.

•	 Your story lives on. A gift in your Will is part of your life story and we will honour 

it with gratitude and respect.

It is always recommended to use a professional advisor to ensure that your wishes are 
properly clarified and all-important details are included. If you would like to speak to 
anyone at Wigmore Hall about your gift please contact:

John Gilhooly
Artistic and Executive Director: 
director@wigmore-hall.org.uk Please return this form to:

Sam Rigby, Head of Development and Marketing
Wigmore Hall, 36 Wigmore Street
London W1U 2BP

N A M E  

A D D R E S S

I  H AV E  I N C L U D E D  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  G I F T  I N  M Y  W I L L 

I  H AV E  C H O S E N  TO  L E AV E  A  G I F T  TO  W I G M O R E  H A L L  B E C A U S E

P L E A S E  C O N TA C T  M E  TO  D I S C U S S  M Y  G I F T    

Sam Rigby 
Head of Development and Marketing: 
srigby@wigmore-hall.org.uk 

Both John and Sam will be happy to talk through any questions you may have.


